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THE GENERAL
CLAUSES ACT, 1897

(ACT NO. X OF 1897).
[11th March, 1897]

An Act to consolidate

and extend the General
Clauses Acts, 1868 and
1887.

WHEREAS it is
expedient to consolidate and

extend the General Clauses

Acts, 1868 and 1887:

" It is hereby enacted as ™

follows:-

PRELIMINARY

1. Short title: This Act
may be called the General
Clauses Act, 1897.

2. [Repealed by the
Repealing and Amending
Act, 1903 (Act No. I of
1903), section 4 and
Schedule II1.]
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14 General Clauses ;.\ct

Case-Laws
General Clauses Act, 1897

Actus, Reus and Mens Rea: If tl'le actus reus of an offence is
committed with necessary mens rea, it remains an offence
for all time to come, even if the law is repealed.
Held: If the actus reus of an offence is committed with
necessary mens rea, it remains an offence for all time to
come, even if the provisions of law creating the said very
offence is repealed, without declaring the said law as witra
vires the constitution. There is no doubt that, after the repeal
of the relevant provision of law, the subsequent uctus reus
even, if committed, ceases to be an offence. But if the
offence committed during the period when the said provision
of law was .in force, any offence committed during the
subsistence of the said law but, detected/revealed later on,
even after its repeal would still come under the mischief of
the said rep.,aled law as if the said law has not been repealed.
[Mr. Justice Md. Mozammel Hossain|
Tarique Rahman Vs. Government of
Bangladesh and others
14 BSCD (2011)-Page 155
63 DLR (AD)-162
31 BLD (AD)-185
16 MLR (AD)-457
Civil Review Petition No. 32 of 2011
Judgment ’.?.hd June, 2011
Result: Dismissed



GENERAL

DEFINITIONS
3. Definitions: In this
Act, and in all '[other Acts
of Parliament] and Regula-
tions made after the comm-
encement of this Act, unless
there is anything repugnant

in the subject or context,-

General Clauses Act 15

YR Segel
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Case Laws
Section 3—If an association or body is unincorporated then

also it is an association or body of individuals entitled to
own copyright and in such a case individuals constituting the
body will own the copyright as tenants-in-common.

Suraiya Rahman vs Skill Development for Underprivileged

Women represented by its Project Director

(1) "abet", with its
grammatical variations and
shall
have the same meaning as in

the *[ ***] Penal Code:

cognate expressions,

49 DLR 222.

() woot st w4t -
39 giEIes  dAfdgeq 8
Tegfen wfeafesrr, wefafy
(Strvo AHT 8¢ R WIRA) (S
FIZe ugEd SfecufE
ERUEISE

1

The words “other Acts of Parliament’ were substituted, for the words

"Central Acts’ by Article 4 of the General Clauses (Amendment) Order,
1972 (President's Order No. 147 of 1972).

? The word “Pakistan' was omitted by Article 4 of the General Clauses
(Amendment) Order, 1972 (President’s Order No. 147 of 1972).
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[(1a) "Act of
Parliament” shall mean an
Act passed by Parliament
and shall include any Act
passed or made by any
legislature or any person
having authority to legislate
under any Constitutional
instrument and in force in
Bangladesh or any portion
thereof:]

(2) "Aet",
reference to an offence or a

used with

civil wrong, shall include a
series of acts, and words
which refer to acts done
also to

extend illegal

omissions:

*[(2a) "Advocate” means
a person enrolled as such
under the Bangladesh Legal
Practitioners and Bar
Council Order, 1972 (P. O.
No. 46 of 1972):]

(3F) SToMT IR |-
“FoTme Wiz o Aom
IOF  ANS (@ A
TRE dR  @FF B
FIEFIET AfTET FES WA
QA AT 3ZM (TN L
TR (P ARy wfetEas
SE WZH QN FoE
@FH fE T8 12e A gfte
T HZAS IZE ABHS
23(A]

Q) BT 2T
S, (B SAAY I ST
TS

wWHFAT DS AULHITS 333
) WITSTSIE |-
“orrereltes” o e

FEHE T, 359 (3593
AT FBATST T T2 8w)-
9 GHT SISCSI6 [N
siffees @ i)

> Clause (1a) was substituted, for clause (1a) by Article 4 of the General
Clauses (Amendment) Order, 1972 (President’s Order No. 147 of

1972).

* Clause (2a) was inserted, by Article 4 of the General Clauses
(Amendment) Order, 1972 (President’s Order No. 147 of 1972).
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(3) Taffidavit" shall (0) TEFIN |— ZETTHIA”
include  affirmation and wf woe s wizT o=
declaration in the case of WESTTERE dece 9t carEel
persons by law allowed to & fene R
affirm or declare instead of -
swearing: ’

°[(3a) "Appellate Divi- THT TSRS Pl
sion" means- (oF) e RSt -

(a) as respects the period “SAie oM™ wef-

(b)_

before the 16th day
of December, 1972,

‘the Appellate Divi-

sion of the High
Court of Bangla-
desh; and

as respects any
period thereafter the
Appellate
of the Supreme
Court of Bangladesh
constituted under the
Constitution:]

Division

6[***]

7[***]

(0=)-(09),

qSeTFS |

6

(F) 59 e formg

e[| svex fAaemE
CFTa, AT
EIEISa(atE: | SrATe
fTerT; a2

(=) Brw Y @ @

FefqitTa 99 Aif5e
ARETT* AP
tfteT faere |

(8)-(v=F)

Clause (3a) was substituted, for clause (3a) by Article 4 of the General Clauses
(Amendment) Order, 1972 (President's Order No. 147 of 1972).

Clauses (3b), (3¢), (3d), (4), (5), (6), (7) and (8) were omitted by Article 4 of the
General Clauses (Amendment) Order, 1972 (President's Order No. 147 of
1972).

Clause (8a) was repealed by section 3 and Schedule Il of the Federal Laws
(Revision and Declaration) Act, 1951 (Act No. XX VI of 1951).
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*[(8aa) "Bangladesh (vFF) IIENTHNT B |-
Law" shall mean any Act, “Jfemacds =i3s" @
Ordinance, Regulation, rule, Jiemes 3992 @ &= CIETH
Order or bye-law in force in sy, «ifzfa, &{fsr, =oet a1
Bangladesh:] G- RACE JABA |

Case Laws

General Clauses Act, 1897

Section 8A A read with

Artha Rin Adalat Ain [VIII of 2003]

Section 2(Ka)(18)-"Bangladesh Law" means "Bangladesh
Law shall mean any Act, Ordinance, Regulation, Rules,
Order, By-Law in force in Bangladesh"

~ The High Court Division observed that in view of the
- definition of the term "Law" given in the constitution as well
~as the General Clauses Act, 1897, it is as clear as daylight
" that any legal instrument which does not have force of law in
Bangladesh can not be treated as "Law" for the purpose of
any judicial adjudication including interpreting section
2(Ka)(18) of the Artha Rin Adalat Ain, 2003. Therefore, the
finding of the learned Court of District Judge, Dhaka that
since it is not mentioned in section 2(Ka)(18) of the Artha
Rin Adalat Ain, 2003 that “T33 IRFAACHT (FIF AT LI

efsfFs @i aes” the plaintiff-opposite party bank having
been incorporated under the laws of Republic of Kenya
comes within the definition of "Financial Institution" (Sifef<

&feB1) under section 2(Ka)(18) of the said Act of 2003

8 Clause (8aa) was substituted, for Clause (8aa) by Article 4 of the

General Clauses (Amendment) Order, 1972 (President's Order No.
147 of 1972).
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cannot be maintained. When as per the Constitution, law
means any legal instrument having the force of law in
Bangladesh, mere absence of the word "Bangladesh" in any
Statute shall not automatically allow the laws the laws of
other country to be applicable in Bangladesh. It is the basic
fundamental concept of law that it must have the force of
law wherein it is being tried to be applied/enforced.

Mr. Tipu Munshi Vs. CFC Stanbic Bank Limited, a private
limited company having its registered office at CFC
Stanbic Bank Limited (Civil),

I8 ALR (2020)(1)-HCD-39-46.

g[ * * *] (h) ‘&Ww!!
(9)  "Chapter” shall e @ s wizs 3t of¥fics
mean a Chapter of the Act or gy =rmifSw Brare af3ans 13
Regulation in which the AT W3 At AR WG
word occurs: - \ -
10 . TR |
[(9a) "Chief Revenue
(5%) Y qMery

Authority” shall mean the

National Board of Revenue
the
National Board of Revenue
Order, 1972 (P. O. No. 76 of
1972:]

constituted under

FEAF | Y AT FSAT
o TS AT (@S, %Al
(d»a2 AT IFATST A T2
W)-97 T AT e
AT (AMCTP TRBE |

9 Clauses (8ab) and (8ac) were omitted by Article 4 of the General

Clauses (Amendment) Order, 1972 (President's Order No.

1972).

147 of

19 Clause (9a) was substituted, for clause (9a) by Article 4 of the General
Clauses (Amendment) Order, 1972 (President’'s Order No. 147 of

1972).



